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Invited Lectures and Conference Papers (Non-exhaustive)
“The Incoherence of Institutional Reform: Decentralization as a Structural Solution to Immediate Political Needs”, IBEI (Institut Barcelona d'Estudis Internacionals) 6/2020.
“The Perversion of Land Reform by Landed Elites: Power, Inequality and Development in Colombia”, REPAL Annual Meetings, Buenos Aires, 6/2020. [Postponed by Covid-19]
“State Presence and Development in Colombia since 1750”, LSE-Stanford-Uniandes Conference on Long-Run Development in Latin America and Beyond, Stanford University, 5/2020. [Postponed by Covid-19]
“Decentralization, Local Governance and ‘Last Mile’ Service Delivery”, World Bank India, New Delhi, 4/2020. [Postponed by Covid-19]
“Decentralization’s Effects on Education and Health: Evidence from Ethiopia”, WGAPE Conference, LSE, 3/2020. [Postponed by Covid-19]
“The Incoherence of Institutional Reform: Decentralization as a Structural Solution to Immediate Political Needs”, Cambridge University, 02/2020.
“The Incoherence of Institutional Reform: Decentralization as a Structural Solution to Immediate Political Needs”, APSA Annual Meetings, 9/2019.
“Revolution From Below: Cleavage Displacement and the Collapse of Elite Politics in Bolivia”, European University Institute, 5/2019.
“La Descentralizacion Favorece el Desarrollo? Perspectivas de Académicos y Políticos”, Universidad del Norte, Barranquilla, Colombia, 11/2018.
“Land, Politics and Institutional Reform”, Indiana University, 2/2018.
“The Paradox of Land Reform, Inequality, and Development in Colombia”, Indiana University Ostrom Workshop, 2/2018.
“Is Extraction Bad? Encomienda and Development in Colombia Since 1560”, Latin American and Caribbean Economic Association Annual Meetings, 11/2017.
“Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernabilidad Desde Abajo en Bolivia”, Feria del Libro, Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 6/2017.
“Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernabilidad Desde Abajo en Bolivia”, Fundación Friedrich Ebert, La Paz, Bolivia, 6/2017.
“The Paradox of Land Reform, Inequality and Local Development in Colombia”, LSE-Stanford Conference on Long-Run Development in Latin America and Beyond, Stanford University, 5/2017.
“Revolution from Below: The Rise of Local Politics and the Fall of Bolivia’s Party System”, Stanford University, 5/2017.
“Revolution from Below in Bolivia: The Rise of Local Politics and the Fall of the National Party System." Duke/UNC Latin American Politics Working Group, 11/2016.
“The Paradox of Land Reform, Inequality and Local Development in Colombia”, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 10/2016.
“The Paradox of Land Reform, Inequality and Local Development in Colombia”, University of Konstanz, 6/2016.
“The Paradox of Land Reform, Inequality and Local Development in Colombia”, Kings College London, 5/2016.
“New Horizons in Fiscal Federalism, Subnational Politics and Social Policy in Latin America and South Asia”, Kings College London, 5/2016.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Harvard Kennedy School, Cambridge, MA, 2/2016.
“Institutional Reforms as Structural Solutions to Pressing Political Needs”, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, Boston, MA, 2/2016. Half-day workshop in honour of the book.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, Boston, MA, 2/2016.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Inter-American Development Bank, Washington, DC, 2/2016. International, live web-broadcast event.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, World Bank, Washington, DC, 2/2016. International, live web-broadcast event.
“Instrumental Incoherence in Institutional Reform: Decentralization as a Structural Solution to Political Exigency”, UNC Chapel Hill, 2/2016.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Institute of Social Sciences & Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies, Delhi, 1/2016.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Kolkata, 1/2016.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA), Thrissur, India, 1/2016. Two-day workshop in honour of the book.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research, Mumbai, India, 1/2016.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, London School of Economics & Political Science, 12/2015.
“Investing in Cities: Lessons from Decentralisation”, Overseas Development Institute CAPE conference: Bricks and Dollars, 11/2015.
“Is Decentralization Good for Development? Perspectives from Academics and Policymakers”, Latin American and Caribbean Economic Association 2015 XX Annual Meetings, Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 10/2015.
“Land Reform, Latifundia, and Local Development in Colombia”, Latin American and Caribbean Economic Association 20th Annual Meetings, Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 10/2015.
Keynote Speech: “La Descentralizacion Favorece el Desarrollo? Perspectivas de Académicos y Políticos”, XXIII Annual Meetings of the LACEA-IDB-WB-UNDP Research Network on Inequality and Poverty (NIP), Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 10/2015.
“La Descentralizacion Favorece el Desarrollo? Perspectivas de Académicos y Políticos”, Universidad Católica Boliviana, La Paz, Bolivia, 10/2015.
"El Estado del Arte en Descentralización: Métodos, Instrumentos y Enfoques", Universidad Privada Boliviana, La Paz, Bolivia, 10/2015.
“La Descentralizacion Favorece el Desarrollo? Perspectivas de Académicos y Políticos”, Universidad Mayor de San Andrés, La Paz, Bolivia, 10/2015.
“Decentralization of Health and Education in Developing Countries: A Quality-Adjusted Review of the Empirical Literature”, Universidad del Rosario, Bogotá, Colombia, 5/2015
“Does decentralization strengthen or weaken democracy? Authority and social learning in a supple state”, The Consequences of Multilevel Governance, Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg Institute for Advanced Study, Delmenhorst, Germany, 11/2014.
“Decentralization as Political Problem Solving: Vicious and Virtuous Cycles of Reform in Pakistan and Bolivia”, London School of Economics & Political Science, 10/2014.
“Improving Basic Services for the Bottom Forty Percent: Lessons from Ethiopia”, (with Qaiser Khan, Marta Foresti and Peter Hawkins), London School of Economics & Political Science, 10/2014.
“Decentralization’s effects on education, health and agriculture outcomes, and on distribution: Evidence from Ethiopia”, Annual World Bank Conference on Africa (ABCA), Paris, 6/2014.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, University of Western Australia, Perth, 5/2014.
“Improving Basic Services for the Bottom Forty Percent: Lessons from Ethiopia”, University of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 3/2014.
“Improving Basic Services for the Bottom Forty Percent: Lessons from Ethiopia”, Ethiopian Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, Addis Ababa, 3/2014.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Lessons for South Asia”, University of Cambridge conference on “Institutions and their Discontents: Rethinking Economic Development in South Asia”, 3/2014.
“If ‘all politics is local’, is decentralization the solution?”, World Development Report 2004 10th Anniversary Conference, World Bank, Washington, DC, 2/2014.
“Improving Basic Services for the Bottom Forty Percent: Results of the Poverty and Social Impact Assessment of Basic Service Delivery in Ethiopia”, World Bank, Washington, DC, 2/2014.
Expert on Call:  “Is local government up to making your project successful?”, World Bank, Washington, DC, 2/2014.
Hard Talk: “Is decentralization good for service delivery?”, Forum 2014, World Bank, Washington, DC, 2/2014.
“Long-Run Institutions and Divergent Development Paths: Subnational Evidence from Colombia”, London School of Economics & Political Science, 11/2013.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Oxford University Humanitas Economic Thought conference on “Political Economy and Economic Development”, 11/2013.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, World Bank conference on Making Growth Happen: Implementing Policies for Competitive Industries, Washington, DC, 10/2013.
“Lessons from Global Experience for Successful Decentralization of Health and Education Services”, World Bank Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, 6/13.
“The Local Roots of Political Collapse: When Bolivia's Parts Swallowed the Whole”, Latin American Studies Association Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., 5/2013.
“The Local Roots of Political Collapse: When Bolivia's Parts Swallowed the Whole”, Political Studies Association Annual Conference, Cardiff, 3/2013.
“Fiscal Decentralization and Accountability”; and “Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, University of Fribourg, Institute of Federalism, Switzerland, 3/13.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Columbia University, Institute for Latin American Studies, SIPA and Committee for Global Thought, 12/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Harvard University, Kennedy School & Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, 12/12.
“Fiscal Decentralization, Accountability and Building Political Stability” United Nations System Staff College, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 11/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, London School of Economics & Political Science, 11/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, London School of Economics, LSE IDEAS Latin American Programme, 11/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Oxford University, Latin American Centre and Queen Elizabeth House, 11/12.
“Fiscal Decentralization and Accountability” United Nations System Staff College, Turin, Italy, 11/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, University of California, Berkeley, Center for Latin American Studies, 10/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Sussex University, Institute of Development Studies, 10/12.
“Building Government Accountability & Leading Reform”, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School, 9/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School, 9/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Georgetown University, Mortara Center for International Studies, 9/12.
“Descentralización y democratización en Bolivia: La historia del Estado débil, la sociedad rebelde y el anhelo de democracia”, with Moira Zuazo and Gustavo Bonifaz, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), La Paz, Bolivia, 8/12.
“Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernanza Desde Abajo en Bolivia” Ministerio de Autonomía, La Paz, Bolivia, 8/12.
“Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernanza Desde Abajo en Bolivia” Universidad Católica and Inter-American Development Bank Public Lecture, La Paz, Bolivia, 8/12.
“Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernanza Desde Abajo en Bolivia” Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), La Paz, Bolivia, 8/12.
“Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernanza Desde Abajo en Bolivia”, Universidad Mayor de San Andrés, La Paz, Bolivia, 8/12.
“Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernanza Desde Abajo en Bolivia” Central Bank of Bolivia, La Paz, Bolivia, 8/12.
“Descentralización fiscal: Avances y desafíos”; “Descentralización y Democracia Popular: Gobernanza Desde Abajo en Bolivia”; and “Centralización vs. Descentralización”, 5to Encuentro de Economista de Bolivia / 5th Annual Meeting of Bolivian Economists, Universidad Autónoma Gabriel René Moreno, Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 22-24/8/12.
“Decentralization and Popular Democracy: Governance from Below in Bolivia”, Global Development Network, Effective Public Service Delivery Global Workshop, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary, 6/12.
“The Global Experience: Impacts and Lessons for Successful Decentralization in Health and Education”, AusAID-World Bank Workshop on Decentralization of Health and Education Delivery, World Bank, Washington, DC, 5/12.
“Fiscal Decentralization, Accountability and Building Political Stability”, United Nations System Staff College, Kabul, Afghanistan, 5/12.
“Decentralization and Accountability”, United Nations System Staff College, Turin, Italy, 4/12.
“Global decentralization experiences: impacts, lessons and preconditions for a successful decentralization in the health and education sectors”, Joint World Bank-Beaconhouse National University Seminar on Human Opportunity and Decentralization of Social Services in Pakistan, Lahore, 12/11.
“Decentralization and Accountability”, United Nations System Staff College course on “Decentralized Governance and Conflict Prevention & Peacebuilding”, Turin, Italy, 11/11.
“Entendiendo la gobernabilidad y su transformación: Una mirada desde abajo”, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Workshop on Descentralización y Democracia en Bolivia Impactos y Perspectivas, La Paz, 9/11.
“Colonial vs. Republican Institutions and Divergent Development Paths: Subnational Evidence from Colombia”, LSE Dept of International Development 20th Anniversary Conference, London, 9/11.
“La Gobernanza del Desarrollo desde una Perspectiva Descentralizada”, Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals, 2/11.
“Cooperación, Instituciones y el Desarrollo Internacional”, Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals, 2/11.
“Decentralization and Accountability”, United Nations System Staff College, Turin, Italy, 11/10.
“Decentralization in a Fragile Environment”, Princeton University: Building Institutions in Fragile States workshop, 10/10.
“Decentralization, Public Investment Patterns, and the Responsiveness of Bolivia’s Government”, IDB International Workshop: Sub-National Finance and Fiscal Sustainability, 1/10.
“Gobernanza e Institucionalidad Municipal”, Fundación Global Democracia y Desarrollo, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 4/09.
“Governance From Below in Bolivia: A Theory of Local Government With Two Empirical Tests”, Pacific Conference for Development Economics (PACDEV), San Francisco, 3/09.
“Governance From Below in Bolivia: A Theory of Local Government With Two Empirical Tests”, Comparativists’ Colloquium, Political Science Department, UC Berkeley, 1/09.
“Decentralization and Access to Social Services in Colombia”, Latin American and the Caribbean Economic Association invited paper, Rio de Janeiro, 11/08.
“Governance From Below: A Theory of Local Government With Two Empirical Tests”,  Agricultural and Resource Economics Department, UC Berkeley, 10/08.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]“Decentralization and Access to Social Services in Colombia”, Bay Area Latin American Forum, UC Berkeley, 9/08.
“Decentralization and Local Governance in Latin America”, Topics in Latin American Economics, Latin American Centre, Oxford University, 2/08.
“Decentralization From Above, Governance From Below: Extreme Local Government in Bolivia”, Fundación Global Democracia y Desarrollo, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 8/07.
“Governance From Below: A Theory of Local Government With Two Empirical Tests”,  Towards a Strategy for Achieving the Millenium Development Outcomes in Bangladesh workshop, World Bank, Dhaka, 5/06.
“Decentralization’s Effects on Educational Outcomes in Bolivia and Colombia”,  Initiative for Policy Dialogue, Decentralization Task Force Meeting, Columbia University, New York, 2/06.
“Decentralization from above, Governance from below: Extreme Local Government in Bolivia”,  Workshop on Decentralization, Governance and Economic Growth, IEB, Barcelona, 6/05.
“Decentralization from above, Governance from below: Extreme Local Government in Bolivia”,  Social Policy, Stability and Exclusion in Latin America: Theory and Concepts, Institute for the Study of the Americas, London, 5/05.
“US Unilateralism”, India International Centre, Delhi, 12/04.
“The Political and Economic Effects of Decentralization in Colombia”, Crisis States Programme Annual Conference, Delhi, 12/04.
“Why So Much Centralization?  A Model of Primitive Centripetal Accumulation”, American Political Science Association Annual Meetings, Chicago, 9/04.
“Decentralization and Local Government in Bolivia: An Overview from the Bottom Up”, CSP-IEPRI Conference, Bogotá, Colombia, 5/04.
“Integrating Interest Groups, Civil Society & Political Competition: Local government post decentralization”, Workshop on Politics and Service Delivery: When Do Governments Fail Voters? organized by the 2004 WDR and DECRG, World Bank, Washington, DC, 4/04.
“Decentralization and Local Government in Bolivia: An Overview from the Bottom Up”, Conference on The Rise Of Local Governments In Developing Countries: An International Perspective on Recent Decentralization Reforms, 5/03, LSE, London.
“Social Funds: An Efficient Mechanism for Social Investment?”, DESTIN-LSE Development Management retreat, Cumberland Lodge, 10/03.
“Designing Effective Social Funds for a Decentralized Context”, World Bank Human Development Network, 4/02, Washington, D.C.
“Does Decentralization Increase Government Responsiveness to Local Needs?  Evidence From Bolivia”, Economics Department, Universidad de los Andes, 4/02, Bogotá, Colombia.
“Como Combinar Métodos Cualitativos y Cuantitativos Para la Investigación en Economía Política”, Instituto de Estudios Políticos y Relaciones Internacionales, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, 4/02, Bogotá.
“La Descentralización Aumenta la Sensibilidad Gubernamental a la Demanda Local?  Descentralización e Inversión Pública en Bolivia”, Instituto de Estudios Políticos y Relaciones Internacionales, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, 12/01, Bogotá.
“The Micro-Political Foundations of Government in Seven Bolivian Municipalities”, LSE Research Labs Inaugural Conference, 7/01, London, UK.
“Does Decentralization Improve Government Responsiveness to Local Needs?”, Politics, Institutions and Social Service Delivery Conference keynote paper, Latin America and the Caribbean Economic Association, 6/01, Lima, Peru.
“Decentralization and Public Investment in Bolivia”, CEP Stoke Rochford Conference, 5/00, Stoke Rochford Hall, England.
“Decentralization and the Allocation of Public Goods”, LACEA99 (Latin American and the Caribbean Economic Association) Conference, 10/99, Santiago, Chile.
“Experiencias Internacionales en Descentralización”, Nationally televised address to the Colombian Senate, 1998.
“Decentralization and Local Government Performance”, Technical Conference on Decentralization, 12/97, Rome, Italy, sponsored by FAO, GTZ, IFAD, Swiss Development Corporation, UNDCF & World Bank
“Participatory Planning and Decentralization: Assessing Local Government Performance”, World Bank Public Lecture, 9/97, Washington, DC
“Participatory Planning and Decentralization: Assessing Local Government Performance”, World Bank Private Lecture, 9/97, La Paz, Bolivia
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